
Consumer 
completes the 

GAIN-SS

Is the ID or the 
ED score > 2?

Is the SD score 
> 2?Yes

No further 
assessment, and 

no quadrant 
placement, 
required.

No

No further 
assessment, and 

no quadrant 
placement, 
required.

No

Within 60 days of the Intake, “Complete a co-
occurring mental health and chemical dependency 
disorder assessment, consistent with ...SAMHSA 

Treatment Protocol 42….” (see below)  

Yes

---For Quadrants I or II, recommend 
further assessment by a CDP.  

---Document the recommendation and 
the consumer’s response.

---Assist consumer, if appropriate, to 
get assessment appointment.

Within 60 days of 
the Intake, 

document the 
quadrant placement.

Based on the 
clinician’s assessment, 

is the Quadrant 
Placement a III 

or IV?

At least annually, if the 
consumer has agreed to 

incorporate issues relating 
to substance use into the 

ITP, update the ITP relative 
to these  issues.

No
Minimal Basic Assessment Components for 
Substance Use Portion of the Basic Assessment
( from SAMHSA Treatment Protocol 42)

Substance use—age of first use, primary drugs used 
(including alcohol, patterns of drug use, and treatment 
episodes), and family history of substance use 
problems.

PLEASE NOTE: It is not necessary to do an 
assessment that replicates content covered by the 
Intake, nor is it necessary to use a specific form to 
document this assessment.  The assessment required 
prior to making the quadrant placement need only 
address any gaps between what is required by the 
SAMHSA protocol, above, and information already 
gathered via the Intake process, and this assessment 
may be documented in a Progress Note.

Co-Occurring Disorder Screening, Assessment, Referral and Treatment Planning Process

After quadrant placement, and prior to the 
180-day Treatment Plan review:

Discuss the need for a CD treatment 
evaluation with the consumer;
If consumer consents to CD evaluation, 
assist him/her to obtain the CD evaluation, 
get an ROI signed, contact CD provider (if 
possible) and/or document consumer’s 
report of that assessment.
If consumer does not consent to CD 
evaluation, document the refusal in his/her 
words. 
Ensure that there is at least a “rule out” 
diagnosis pertaining to substance use, and 
that there is, at least, evidence in the 
Progress Notes that the issue of 
substance use was revisited/reevaluated 
periodically.  If the consumer consents, 
address it in the ITP.

Yes

REFERENCES:  
DSHS Report to the Legislature, 12/2008
http://publications.rda.dshs.wa.gov/1392/

SAMHSA Treatment Protocol 42
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/bookshelf/

br.fcgi?book=hssamhsatip&part=A74073
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